Spanish Immersion Freqaently Asked Questions

What is a language immersion program?
= A language immersion program engages children in a target language, allowing them to acquire the
language naturally through subject instruction, educational discourse, and social interactions.

Why Spanish immersion at Metro Christian Academy?
= Each new school year offers an opportunity to seek God's guidance in advancing our mission,
particularly in training students as servant-leaders.
= Bilingualism is a gift that opens new paths for leadership and service.

How does Spanish immersion work at Metro Christian Academy?
= MCA’s model is an early total one-way immersion program.
» Spanish immersion students learn all core content in Spanish.
» Once the school year gets underway, 100% of the language spoken by the teacher inside the
classroom is in Spanish.
» Specials (art, music, PE, library, STEM), lunch, recess, Chapel, etc., remain in English.
= Beginning in 3rd grade, students will begin receiving some English-specific instruction.

What are the goals of language immersion?
= Academic achievement equal to or greater than monolingual peers.
= Grade-level biliteracy.
* Increased cross-cultural sensitivity.

Who is eligible to participate in Metro Christian Academy’s Spanish immersion program?
= Pending interest and space, MCA offers one Spanish immersion section per grade, Pre-K to 5™.

When is Spanish immersion enrollment available?
= Spanish immersion enrollment is offered simultaneously to standard enroliment.

Is there an application for Spanish immersion participation?
» The application process and criteria for Spanish immersion admission is the same as MCA's
standard application process.
= Upon receiving the enroliment contract, in addition to the grade level tuition, families will see a
required Spanish immersion fee for each student enrolling in the Spanish immersion program.

Will Spanish immersion effect class sizes for the English track?
»= Optimal class sizes are consistent across both Spanish immersion and English tracks
= Once class sizes are capped (for Spanish immersion or English), we will begin a wait pool.

Will Spanish immersion students interact with students in English classes?
» There are ongoing opportunities for shared interaction within the grade levels (field trips, special
projects, class activities, sports teams, musical performances, etc.).
=  When age-appropriate, student populations are blended during specials classes and lunches.
» Spanish immersion students are 100% a part of our community.



Addalingua — Who are they?
» MCA partners with Addalingua, a team of educators, linguists, and professors distinguished by their
excellence in dual-language immersion education in Christian schools across the country.
» Addalingua helps partner schools build and sustain immersion programs by providing professional
development, curriculum resources, consultation, and teacher training.

Who hires the Spanish immersion instructors?
= Immersion instructors are interviewed and selected by MCA administrators in collaboration with
members of the Spanish immersion team.

Who is MCA’s Spanish immersion team?
» Our Spanish immersion team includes grade-level teachers, a Spanish immersion coordinator, an
intervention specialist, a Spanish immersion liaison, multiple teaching assistants, and a parent-led
Booster Club.

Why is language immersion most effective beginning at a young age?
= Babies are born as “world citizens,” able to distinguish any sound in spoken language.
= Toddlers learn through interaction with their families and their immediate surroundings.
= School-age children connect new concepts to prior knowledge.
= Students attain native-like proficiency more easily before puberty.

Why is the Spanish language a good choice for an immersion program?
» Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in the world.
» Spanish is a “gateway” language that will train the brain, making it easier to learn other languages.

Does learning to read and write in Spanish before English negatively impact a student’s academic
progress?
= Research shows that immersion students often outperform single-language students on
standardized English reading assessments.
= Immersion students may initially read better in one language, but typically reach or exceed grade
level in both over time.

How will implementing a language immersion program in a school benefit a community?
= A language immersion program enhances linguistic and cultural awareness, broadens global career
opportunities, and fosters a natural ability to cross linguistic and cultural boundaries.

How can parents support their Spanish immersion children at home?
= |t's important for parents to read to their Spanish immersion children in English, without teaching
them to read in English. It is best to trust the immersion model by reading in English and providing
diverse English-language social experiences.

Is there research that supports dual language education?
» Students in Canada and Europe have benefitted from language immersion programs for years.
» Bilingual education enhances brain performance by improving right-brain/left-brain integration and
executive functions like memory, flexibility, and self-control, especially when learned at a young age.
» Students in language immersion programs often demonstrate high levels of resilience,
perseverance, and creative problem-solving.



